Purple coneflower (Echinacea purpurea L.) is an herbaceous perennial plant in the Asteraceae family, originating from North America, of interest as an ornamental in private and public gardens, for the cut-flower market, and as a medicinal herb. From June to September 2017, symptoms of a previously unknown blight were observed on 6-to 10-month-old plants grown in a private garden located near Biella (northern Italy), 900 m a.s.l. (45°36′00″N 8°03′00″E).
plastic bags for 5 days after inoculation. Symptoms of leaf necrosis were observed on leaves 7 to 10 days after inoculation, while control plants remained healthy. The pathogenicity test was carried out twice with the same results. B. cinerea was consistently reisolated from affected leaves in both tests. This pathogen was previously reported on E. pallida var. angustifolia in Canada, showing typical symptoms of Botrytis blight on artificially inoculated plants of E. purpurea (Chang et al. 1997) and it is, at present, a common disease of purple coneflower in North America. To our knowledge, this is the first report of B. cinerea on E. purpurea in Italy and probably in Europe. According to our observations, the severity of the disease is limited under dry conditions, especially on plants grown in sunny exposures but symptoms developed rapidly under humid conditions. Moreover, its importance might rise due to the increased use of this species in private and public gardens.
